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Hey  Dr.  Eitel,  (Director  of  Center  For  Great  Commission  Studies) 

I  just  wanted  to  take  the  opportunity  to  say  thank  you. 

I  don't  know  if  1  could  ever  say  it  enough.  I  can't  express  accurately 
enough  what  these  two  years  have  done  for  me.  I  have  never  been  so 
challenged  in  my  life.  It  seems  like  all  areas  of  my  life  have  been  affected 
by  this  experience.  God  has  put  me  though  the  fire  and  refined  many  rough 
areas,  as  well  as  bumed  up  a  lot  of  the  chaff  that  was  in  my  life.  Still,  I  have 
a  long  way  to  go. 

Kenya  has  been  the  perfect  classroom  for  what  God  has  wanted  to 
teach  me .  I  gained  so  much  from  your  instruction  as  well  as  from  the  other 
participants.  Where  else  could  we  go  and  put  into  practice  what  we  have 
leamed  just  hours  before  in  the  classroom?  I  have  spent  hundreds  of  hours 
sharing  the  gospel  with  Muslims,  Hindus,  and  Africans  who  have  never 
heard  the  Word  of  God.  What  could  be  more  important  than  that? 

I  have  laid  law  school  at  the  Master '  s  feet.  He  has  reaftlrmed  my  calling 
to  His  ministry  and  has  given  me  a  clear  vision.  Law  school  would  be  a  good 
thing,  but  it  is  not  the  best.  1  felt  that  I  could  be  a  good  lawyer,  and  I  have 
always  felt  too  inadequate  to  be  a  minister.  But  in  my  weakness.  He  has 
revealed  His  strength.  There  is  nothing  I  desire  more  than  to  preach  the 
gospel  wherever  He  takes  me.  I  don't  think  I  would  have  discovered  this 
without  coming  to  Kenya,  or  at  least  it  would  have  taken  me  a  lot  longer. 

I  know  at  times  my  attitude  has  not  been  good.  There  were  times  I 
wanted  to  quit.  I  am  so  thankful  I  stuck  with  it,  and  I  am  so  grateful  to  have 
people  like  you  standing  behind  me.  I  think  the  whole  group  feels  the  same. 
You  have  been  our  greatest  source  of  encouragement.  We  have  loved  the 
classes  and  getting  to  know  the  professors  better.  I  don't  feel  like  I  have 
been  in  seminary ,  but  more  like  a  working  ministry  with  you  as  our  mentor. 

I  think  it  is  ironic  that  I,  who  wanted  to  leave  early,  am  staying  the 
longest.  I  won't  fly  out  until  after  August  9.  My  greatest  prayer  before 
coming  over  here  was  that  I  wouldn '  t  be  the  same  when  I  retumed.  I  believe 
God  has  answered  that  prayer.  I  look  forward  to  serving  Him  wherever  He 
places  me.  I  have  1 8  or  so  weeks  left  here  and  I  know  God  is  going  to  do 
more  than  I  could  ever  imagine  in  the  short  time  remaining. 

Thank  you  for  your  patience  and  prayers.  Please  pass  on  my  thanks 
to  the  other  professors  involved. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

Paul  Taylor  (master  of  divinity  in  church  planting  student) 


Proclaim  the  good  news  of  His  salvation  from  d^vto  day.  Declare  His  elory  among  the  nations,  His  wonders  among  all  peoples.  Psalm  96:2b-3 
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Hispanic  Vastor  Fmos  Home 
Mission  Fiefo  In  S.C. 


By  Alison  Wiseman 

Pastoringachuicli  while  attending  seminary 
full  time  can  prove  quite  taxing  on  a  minister.  Try 
pastoring  three  congregations  whi  le  maintaining 
the  schedule  of  a  full-time  student. 

Alex  Cosio,  a  master  of  divinity  student  at 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  is 
doing  just  that  as  pastor  of  three  Hispanic 
fellowships  which  make  up  the  North  Central 
Hispanic  Ministries  of  South  Carolina.  Cosio"s 
love  and  burden  for  his  native  people  drives  him 
through  a  tireless  schedule,  including  700miles  of 
traveling  each  week.  Cosio  began  preaching  and 
knocking  on  doors  in  the  newly  founded 
association  on  March  I .  Thus  far,  he  has  seen 
more  than  70  people  come  to  know  Christ  as  their 
Lord  and  Savior. 

"It's  been  outstanding,"  said  Mike  Lewis, 
who  is  pastor  of  Crestview  Baptist  Church,  as 
well  as  Cosio's  brother-in-law.  Crestview 
Baptist  helps  sponsor  the  Hispanic  mission  in 
Lancaster,  S.C.,  where  Cosio  pastors.  "Alex 
has  a  great  compassion  for  lost  people  and  has 
a  boldness  for  God's  Word.  We've  seen 
alcoholics  made  sober,  lives  changed,  families 
brought  together.  ...  It's  a  tremendous  work 
God  is  doing  through  him." 

Cosio.  32.  serves  as  pastor  and  music 
director  every  weekend  at  three  Hispanic 
missions  in  Lancaster,  S.CPageland,  S.C.,  and 
Fort  Mill,  S.C. 

He  departs  from  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  on 
Friday  for  a  three-and-a-half-hour  drive  to 
Lancaster.  S.C,  where  he  and  his  family  lodge 
every  weekend  with  his  sister  and  brother-in- 
law.  After  unloading  in  Lancaster.  Cosio  drives 
.^0  minutes  to  Pageland.  where  he  goes  house- 
to-house  throughout  the  Hispanic  community 
sharing  the  gospel  on  Friday  night,  Saturday 
morning,  and  Saturday  afternoon.  On  Saturday 
evening.  Cosio  preaches  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Pageland,  S.C. 

"I  Just  go  out  and  if  somebody  looks 
Hispanic.  1  start  talking  to  them."  he  said. 


On  Sunday,  he  drives  45  minutes  from 
Lancaster  to  Fort  Mill,  S.C,  to  preach  a 
morning  service  at  Flint  Hill  Baptist  Chinch 
followed  by  more  witnessing  in  the  neighboring 
communities  that  afternoon.  Then  it's  back  to 
Lancaster,  S.C.  to  lead  a  Sunday  evening 
worship  service  at  Crestview  Baptist  Church. 

Cosio  said  people  in  the  Hispanic 
communities  in  the  new  South  Carolina  Baptist 
association  are  mostly  from  Mexico  and  Central 
America.  They  come  to  America.  Cosio  said,  to 
find  a  better  way  of  life.  Many  work  in 
restaurants  or  in  landscaping  or  fanning.  Most  of 
the  maiTied  men  have  left  their  families  back 
home. 

"Many  are  illiterate  and  did  not  graduate 
from  high  school,"  said  Cosio.  "They  come 
here  to  find  a  job  where  they  can  make  some 
money  and  send  it  back  to  their  family.  They 
can  live  better  here  than  they  can  there.  Some 
try  to  bring  their  families  here." 

For  the  most  part,  said  Cosio,  the  people  he 
ministers  to  are  receptive  to  the  gospel.  The 
majority  are  from  Catholic  backgrounds.  The 
opposition  he  encounters  is  usually  from  those 
who  use  their  "religion"  as  a  crutch  to  continue  to 
live  independent  from  God.  Those  who  have 
received  Christ  are  generally  very  committetl. 

"(On  a  recent)  Friday  night  I  was  talking 
to  (some)  of  them  and  they  asked  me  the 
question  about  the  Virgin  (Mary),  and  I  told 
them,  'I  don't  want  to  tell  you  what  I  think,  I 
want  to  tell  you  what  the  Bible  says.'  Some  of 
them  got  upset  with  me.  but  one  of  them  said, 
'Look,  on  Friday  nights  when  I  got  my  check,  I 
would  come  home  with  the  idea  of  going  out  to 
buy  beer  (to)  drink  (over)  the  weekend,  but 
since  he  came  and  shared  the  Word  of  God  with 
me,  I  have  been  changed  and  I  don't  have  the 
need  to  drink  anymore.'  Another  man  was 
overhearing  the  conversation  and  he  said,  T 
want  to  be  changed,  too,'  and  he  prayed  to 
receive  Christ."  recounts  Alex. 


In  addition  to  leading  the  three  Hispanic 
missions  every  weekend.  Cosio  is  a  full-time 
student  at  Southeastern  where  he  also  maintains  a 
|iart-time  job.  The  ministry  definitely  puts  a 
strain  on  family  life.  But  he  and  his  wife,  Lina,  are 
both  ceitain  about  the  Lord's  leading  and  are  fully 
committed  to  God's  call  on  their  lives.  Cosio  sets 
aside  Monday  and  Wednesday  nights  for  quality 
family  time.  The  Cosios  have  two  children:  Sari, 
(S.  and  Alex,  Jr.,  7. 

Cosio  left  his  home  in  Mexico  City,  Mexico, 
to  enroll  at  Southeastern  in  the  spring  of  1995, 
twelve  years  after  becoming  a  Clu  istian.  At  that 
time,  Cosio's  brother-in-law,  Mike  Lewis,  had 
started  the  Hispanic  outreach  at  Crestview 
Baptist  a  few  years  earlier,  but  didn't  have 
anyone  to  lead  the  ministry. 

"My  wile  and  I  saw  a  lot  of  Hispanics 
around  town  and  had  a  big  burden  for  their 
salvation,"  said  Lewis. 

Dan  Griffin,  pastor  at  Flint  Hill  Baptist 
Church  in  Fort  Mill,  said  more  than  150 
Spanish-speaking  people  live  near  his  church. 
"We  decided  there  was  a  greater  need  than  just 
those  who  come  to  our  church,"  he  said. 

Guadalupe  Espinosa,  a  member  of  the 
Pageland  congregation,  said.  "Alex  is  a  very  good 
pastor. ...  1  enjoy  church  so  much  more  now  that 
there  is  someone  who  can  speak  our  language.  He 
also  plays  music  beautifully.  I'm  thankful  for 
him." 

Sue  Phillips,  chairman  of  the  Cheslerlield 
Assi)ciation  Hispanic  Committee  which  woi  ks 
with  First  Baptist  Pageland.  said.  "Alex  has 
been  a  gift  from  God  and  an  answer  to  prayer. 
...  We  needed  help  so  badly.  He  has  such  a 
gentle  spirit  and  he's  really  committed.  The 
people  love  him." 

After  finishing  seminary.  Alex  said,  he 
and  his  wife  wotild  like  to  return  to  Mexico  and 
spread  the  gospel  in  their  native  land. 

"We  prayed  for  about  a  year  lor  the  Lord 
to  guide  us  here,"  said  Cosio.  "I'm  kind  of 
getting  attached  now  to  the  missions.  The 
tiesire  of  our  heart,  however,  is  to  go  back  to 
Mexico.  The  need  is  greater  there,  and  the  door 
is  completely  open  right  now  for  the  gospel. 
The  Lord  is  doing  great  things  in  Mexico." 
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By  Lee  Weeks 

V'aldese.  N.C.  —  Four  years  ago,  Jimmy  Jacumin  trekked 
through  the  alpine  valleys  of  northern  Italy  tracing  his 
Waldensian  heritage  colored  by  the  blood  of  Christian 
martyrs. 

He  prayed  and  read  Scripture  in  the  Church  of  the  Cave 
where  six  centuries  earlier,  Waldensians,  who  had  been 
excommunicated  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  for  zealously 
preaching  the  Bible,  secretly  worshiped  inside  a  damp,  dimly  lit 
mountain  cave. 

He  visited  the  small  one-room  Barbi  College  where  lay 
ministers  memorized  entire  books  of  Scripture,  defying  orders 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  prohibiting  everyone  except  the 
priests  from  reading  God's  Word. 

He  stood  at  the  monuments  paying  tribute  to  those  who 
were  killed  in  their  sleep,  on  the  streets,  and  burned  in  their 
churches  for  rejecting  Roman  Catholic  beliefs  in  purgatory, 
prayers  for  the  dead,  as  well  as  prayers  to  images  of  the  saints. 

"They  (Roman  Catholic  soldiers)  took  them  out  of  prison, 
several  thousand  of  them,  during  the  winter  ...  and  said  'if  you 
don't  give  up  your  faith,  we're  going  to  exile  you  across  the 
mountains.'  Better  than  three-fourths  of  them  said  'We  will  not 
give  up  our  Jesus, '  "  reported  Jacumin,  a  member  of  Southeastern 
Seminary's  Board  of  Trustees  and  Board  of  Visitors. 

"They  (Waldensians)  could  travel  all  the  way  across 
Europe  and  spend  the  night  each  night  with  someone  they  had 
won  to  the  Lord,"  added  Jacumin. 

When  the  60-year-old  nuclear  engineer  and  active  Gideon 
returned  to  his  Burke  County  home  in  neighboring  Icard,  N.C, 
his  mind  was  racing. 

Jacumin  envisioned  an  Italian  alpine  valley,  like  the  one 
over  which  his  ancestors  fled  to  escape  persecution,  situated 
in  his  native  Burke  County  filled  with  historic  exhibits, 
memorializing  the  Waldensians'  who  first  settled  the  Burke 
County  town  of  Valdese  in  1893. 

"Just  hoping  and  praying  this  might  work  out,  I  designed 
the  mountain  range  and  calculated  the  number  of  yards  of  dirt 
we  needed.  We  needed  40,000  cubic  yards." 


Jacumin.  also  a  charter  member  of  Southeastern's  Board  of  Visitors,  is 
founder  and  owner  of  Jacumin  Engineering  &  Machine  Co.  JEMCO's 
bleaching  machine  processes  3  out  of  every  5  T-shirts  in  the  U.S. 

Four  heart-pleading  requests  for  a  two-acre  tract  in  front 
of  the  amphitheater  in  Valdese,  had  left  Jacumin  still  with  only 
a  dream.  For  30  years  the  Waldensians'  story  has  been  told 
through  a  drama  titled,  "From  This  Day  Forward,"  presented 
at  the  amphitheater.  Still  Jacumin  was  convinced  there  was 
much  more  of  the  Waldensian  story  that  needed  to  be  told. 

"I  had  such  a  burden  here,  so  that  our  children,  school 
children  and  people  in  this  country  could  see  the  same  thing  and 
be  motivated  by  the  tremendous  faith  the  Waldensians  had," 
said  Jacumin,  a  deacon  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Icard. 

Then  Jacumin  approached  the  land  owner  a  fifth  time.  "I 
said.  'Fred,  I  just  have  to  ask  you  again  is  there  any  way  that 
you  would  sell  this  land  to  us?  We  have  to  have  it  if  we  are  going 
to  build  a  'Trail  of  Faith.'  He  said,  'Jim,  I  am  not  going  to  sell 
my  land,  I  am  going  to  give  it  to  you."  Fifty  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  land,"  added  Jacumin.  "That's  when  it  started.  That's 
the  first  miracle.  We  have  had  miracle  after  miracle  come  right 
along.  That  was  just  an  affirmation  that  (I  was)  going  in  the 
right  direction  and  God  was  in  on  this  too." 

And  as  for  the  dirt  needed  to  build  the  mountain  range? 

"When  we  graded  his  property  it  turned  out  there  was 
exactly  40,000  cubic  yards,"  said  Jacumin.  "God  was  leading 
right  along." 

Jacumin  can  recount  one  incident  after  another  of  how 
God  has  providentially  guided  the  "Waldensian  Trail  of  Faith" 
from  a  dream  in  1993  to  an  emerging  reality  adjacent  to  an  old 
vacant  brick  building  which  formerly  housed  Valdese  High 
School. 

For  example,  state  approval  required  for  constructing  the 
mountain  cave,  which  usually  takes  four  months,  was  granted 
in  four  days,  just  in  time  for  Jacumin  to  start  bulldozing  the 
week  of  July  4"'  1994,  during  his  engineering  and  machine 
company's  annual  week-long  shutdown.  There  was  the  $500 
donation  toward  the  project  from  a  business  colleague,  the  loan 
of  metal  pans,  valued  at  $50,000,  to  form  concrete  to  build  the 
cave,  the  $25,000  grant  from  the  N.C.  Department  of  Cultural 
and  Natural  Resources,  15,000  hours  of  free  labor,  the 
acquisition  of  a  building  in  downtown  Valdese  to  serve  as  a 
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central  office  to  host  tour  groups,  as  well  as  an  additional 
$335,000  donated  by  various  people  and  organizations  to  help 
fund  the  project. 

The  state  has  agreed  to  include  Valdese  as  a  stop  on  its 
proposed  train  line  scheduled  to  begin  operation  in  about  two 
years,  running  twice  a  day  from  Raleigh  to  Asheville. 

"You  can  see  these  things,  and  while  the  world  would  say 
they  are  happenstance,  those  that  love  the  Lord  know  they're 
miracles,"  he  said. 

Once  an  open  field,  this  reconstructed  20-foot  valley  is 
now  outlined  by  green  grassy  hills,  750  feet  long  by  50  feet 
high,  depicting  the  Valdese  mountain  ranges  of  northern  Italy. 
When  completed  sometime  in  the  summer  of  1998,  at  a  total 
cost  of  about  $1  million,  the  Waldensian  Trail  of  Faith  will 
feature  15  exhibits  with  live  and  recorded  naiTation  testifying 
of  the  many  sacrifices  made  by  the  Waldensians  in  defense  of 
their  faith  in  Christ. 

'T  just  feel  like  it's  from  the  Lord,"  Jacumin  said  as  he 
surveyed  his  dream  in  progress.  Nearly  complete  is  the  replica 
of  the  "Church  of  the  Cave"  —  1 1  feet  wide,  50  feet  long  and 


23  feet  high,  supported  by  30,000  pounds  of  steel 
reinforcement.  "It's  almost  identical  to  the  dimension  in  the  Old 
Country,"  Jacumin  explained. 

Also  under  construction  is  a  tiny  one-room  school  with  its 
stone  facade  representing  the  stone  masonry  perfected  by  the 
Waldensians.  The  roof  will  be  made  of  slate  to  reflect  the 
original  construction. 

The  building  materials  that  occur  naturally  in  Valdese, 
N.C.,  are  quite  similarto  the  natural  building  materials  found  in 
Italy  and  France,  said  Jacumin.  The  familiar  rocky  terrain, 
Jacumin  said,  was  one  of  the  reasons  the  Waldensians  chose 
to  settle  Valdese,  N.C. 

On  May  29,  1893,  17  immigrant  families,  totaling  29 
people  including  children,  arrived  at  their  new  home  in  Burke 
County,  N.C,  in  the  western  part  of  the  state,  having  traveled 
by  way  of  boat  and  train  from  the  Cottian  Alps,  southwest  of 
Turin,  Italy. 

Before  the  end  of  that  year,  427  Waldensians  had  migrated 
to  Burke  County  to  charter  the  colony  known  since  then  as 
Trail  of  Faith  continued  on  Page  7 


A  Dream  In  The  Making 

Clockwise:  Diagram  of  Waldensian 
"Trail  of  Faith;"  Under  construction: 
Replicas  of  Beckwith  School  and  the 
Church  of  the  Cave. 
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By  Victor  Lee 

Six-year-old  Howie  Harden  crawled 
anxiously  under  the  Christmas  tree  in 
search  of  gilts  bearing  his  name. 

Suddenly,  his  1 0-year- 
old  sister,  Sarah,  darted  out 
of  the  house  screaming  and 
crying. 

"Mom  was  a  disciplinar- 
ian," recalled  Harden.  "I 
thought  maybe  she  got  a 
spanking. 

So,  I  walked  outside.  'What's 
the  matter  "sis?" ...  It  was  like 
my  sister  was  speaking  a 
foreign  language  ...  because 
she  was  crying  and  shaking 
so  hard.  She  was  in  such 
shock.  I  literally  couldn't 
make  out  the  words." 

"I  finally  put  it  together: 
"Mommy's  dead.'" 

On  December  22,  1980, 
Harden's  childhood  ended 
when  his  father  discovered 
his  wife's  dead  body  lying  in 
a  pool  of  blood  in  the 
couple's  bedroom.  The  once 
"typical,  comfortable,  lov- 
ing" family  life  in  Jackson- 
ville. Fla..  was  no  more, 
recalled  Harden,  now  a  23- 
year-old  Southeastern  Semi- 
nary student. 

What  followed  was  a 
series  of  seemingly  unan- 
swerable questions  —  a 
torment  of  the  mind  and  soul 
that  drove  Harden's  father  to 
alcohol  and  his  son  to  years 
of  rebellious  behavior. 

For  the  next  several 
years,  Harden's  life  went  into 
a  tailspin.  Shortly  after  his 
mother's  murder.  Harden  be- 
gan seriously  contemplating 
suicide.  The  thoughts  persisted  for  sev- 
eral years.  Harden  had  even  set  dates  on 
the  calendar  to  take  his  life. 

"I  remember  that  I  was  mad  at  myself 
because  1  knew  where  my  father's  gun  was 
imd  didn't  have  the  courage  to  use  it,"  he  said. 

Two  years  after  the  murder,  police 
arrested  the  killer,  who  eventually  con- 
fessed to  committing  the  heinous  crime. 
The  murderer,  infamous  serial  killer  Henry 
Lee  Lucas,  is  currently  on  death  row  in 
Texas.  Lucas,  now  6 1 ,  claims  to  have  killed 


165  people. 

"Lucas  was  once  quoted  as  saying, 
'When  1  see  a  woman  alone,  she's  mine,'  " 
Harden  said.  Lucas  had  stalked  Brenda 


Harden,  who  worked  the  night  shift  as  a 
chemist  at  a  dairy  factory.  Lucas  followed 
Brenda  home  as  she  returned  from 
Christmas  shopping.  Harden's  mother  had 
inadvertently  left  the  keys  in  the  door 
while  unloading  Christmas  presents,  mak- 
ing her  an  easy  target. 

"There  was  a  severe  struggle  in- 
volved," said  Harden.  "(Her  death)  was 
slow  and  hideous." 

"Growing  up  I  was  always  known  as, 
'that  kid  whose  Mom  got  butchered  by  the 


killer  we  saw  on  TV,'"  Harden  said.  "I 
wanted  to  be  known  as  anything  other 
than  that,  and  if  that  meant  being  known  as 
a  trouble-maker,  it  didn't  matter." 

A  move  to  Oklahoma  at 
age  1 1  with  his  father  and 
stepmother  created  more 
problems  when  his  parents 
turned  to  alcohol  and  their 
marriage  went  sour. 

"Life  was  so  miserable," 
he  said.  "I  missed  her  more 
than  ever." 

Confused  and  disillu- 
sioned. Harden  didn't  know 
where  to  turn. 

"I  remembered  what  a 
godly  woman  my  mother 
was,"  recalled  Harden.  "I 
remember  her  constantly 
telling  me  how  much  Jesus 
loved  me.  1  remembered 
that  and  it  confused  me, 
because  even  as  a  child,  I 
wondered,  if  God  really 
loved  me,  why  would  He 
allow  my  mother  to  be 
brutally  stabbed  to  death 
and  terrorized. ...  It  was  like 
there  was  this  wall  of 
bitterness  that  surrounded 
me,  and  part  of  me  didn't 
want  to  let  God  inside  of 
that  wall." 

Then  God  spoke. 
"The  more  and  more  I 
pointed  to  my  mother,  the 
more  and  more  He  pointed 
to  the  cross,"  said  Harden. 
"The  more  and  more  I 
asked,  'God,  why  did  you 
allow  my  mother  to  die?' 
the  more  and  more  He 
asked,  'Why  did  my  Son 
die?' 

"When  I  asked,  'Why 
did  she  have  to  die  this  kind  of  a  death?' 
Once  again  He  pointed  to  the  cross.  'Why 
did  my  Son  die  this  kind  of  death?' 
Although  what  my  mother  went  through 
was  very  terrible,  when  you  compare  that 
to  what  Jesus  went  through  on  the  cross 
—  the  crown  of  thorns,  the  nails,  the 
scourging  —  it  didn't  compare. 

"When  I  asked,  'Well,  God,  how  come 
I've  always  been  rejected?'  He  said,  'Well, 
why  was  my  Son  rejected?' 


Harden  continued  on  Page  7 
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Harden  -  continued 

"So  basically,  God  took  my  perspec- 
tive off  of  myself  and  (focused  it  on)  the 
cross." 

God  reminded  Harden  of  something 

else. 

"Had  she  picked  me  up  (from  my 
grandmother's)  like  she  was  supposed  to. 
I  would  not  be  alive  today."  Harden  said. 
"That's  something  that's  stuck  with  me  for 
many  years  ...  and  that  really  led  me  to 
believe  that  God  had  a  plan  for  my  life." 

The  pain,  the  questions,  the  answers, 
being  spared  death  —  "Finally,  I  just  ran 
out  of  gas  running  from  God."  Harden 
confessed.  He  accepted  Christ  on  May  24, 
1987.  Healing  began. 

"When  1  entered  into  a  relationship  with 
Jesus  Christ,  I  had  someone  who  could  take 
that  baggage  off  of  me  and  bear  it.  Since 
then,  (I've  had)  this  sense  of  freedom,  a 
sense  of  relief  from  all  of  this  hurt  I'd  been 
carrying  around  with  me.  It  was  amazing. 
God  took  someone  who  wanted  to  die  and 
gave  them  the  heait  of  someone  who  wanted 
to  live  life  to  the  fullest." 

Two  years  after  surrendering  his  life 
to  the  Lord.  Harden  dedicated  his  life  to 
full-time  ministry  and  began  preaching 
regularly  at  the  age  of  15  at  a  nursing 
home.  Another  year  passed,  and  Harden's 


father,  William,  accepted  Christ  and  gave 
up  alcohol. 

After  graduating  IVom  high  school  at 
18,  Harden  said,  another  turning  point  in 
his  life  occurred  when  he  returned  to 
Jacksonville  to  spread  his  mother's  ashes 
on  the  beach. 

"I  remember  a  very  serious  commit- 
ment I  made  there  on  a  beautiful  Sunday 
afternoon."  he  said.  "I  remember  looking 
back  at  all  the  pain  and  stuff  that  God 
allowed  me  to  go  through.  And  I  remember 
thinking,  'Lord,  if  just  somehow,  some- 
way, you  can  use  this  to  benefit  your 
kingdom,  then  so  be  it,  it'll  all  be  worth  it. 
But,  Father,  whatever  you  do,  don't  let  it 
be  in  vain." 

"I  have  a  vision  of  one  day  standing 
up  in  Heaven  with  my  mother  and  seeing 
this  person  who  was  saved  and  nodding  at 
my  mother  and  saying,  'Yeah,  it  was  worth 
it.'  " 

By  most  standards.  Harden  should  be 
an  emotional  and  mental  wreck,  void  of 
accomplishment.  He  has  every  excuse  for 
failure.  So  why  isn't  he  a  disaster? 

"God's  grace,"  he  said. "You  wanted  a 
longer  answer?  God  has  a  way  of  taking 
individuals  from  the  ash  heaps,  taking 
individuals   (who)   aren't   supposed  to 


become  anything,  taking  individuals  (who) 
are  destined  to  failure.  Sometimes  He 
allows  certain  things  to  happen  in  our  life 
so  that  it  appears  all  hope  is  gone,  simply 
so  He  can  demonstrate  His  power  and 
grace  in  their  life.  I  believe  that  God  acted 
in  such  a  way  that  only  He  could  receive 
the  credit  from  it." 

Harden  arrived  at  Southeastern  Bap- 
tist Theological  Seminary,  Wake  Forest, 
N.C.,  in  the  fall  of  1996.  He  currently 
pastors  Gethsemane  Baptist  Church  in 
Whitakers,  N.C.,  near  Rocky  Mount,  N.C. 

Harden  hopes  that  one  day  he  can 
stand  face-to-face  with  the  man  who  killed 
his  mother.  "Every  now  and  then  I'm 
reminded  that  I  have  unfinished  business 
as  far  as  Henry  Lee  Lucas  goes,"  he  said. 

"As  far  as  (my)  personally  forgiving 
him,  I  feel  I  have,  and  1  feel  that  if  he  was 
(before  me)  right  now,  I  would  share  with 
him  what  God  has  done  for  me  and  what  He 
can  do  for  him  as  well." 

Asked  if  he  would  want  to  spend 
eternity  with  the  man  who  murdered  his 
mother.  Harden  replied:  "If  God  were  to 
save  him,  he  would  no  longer  be  the  man 
who  murdered  my  mother." 


Trail  of  Faith  -  continued 

Valdese,  N.C.  A  stone  monument, 
erected  in  1943,  to  celebrate  the  50"' 
anniversary  of  the  Waldensians'  anival, 
stands  in  front  of  the  Valdese 
Presbyterian  Church.  In  1993,  the  town 
held  a  centennial  celebration  in  honor  of 
the  Waldensians'  settlement  of  Valdese. 

Today  this  small,  picturesque  town 
of  3,500  people  still  bears  the  marks  of  its 
storied  past.  A  hosiery  mill  and  bakery 
founded  by  the  Waldensians  shortly  after 
settling  the  town  continue  to  provide 
several  hundred  jobs  to  the  town's 
economy.  A  former  school  building  built 
from  field  stones  collected  by  the  first 
Waldensian  children  in  Valdese,  today 
serves  as  the  "Old  Rock  School 
Community  Auditorium."  The  town's 
Waldensian  Museum  is  one  of  the  top  10 
community  museums  in  the  state. 

Jacumin  has  gone  to  great  lengths  to 
ensure,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
authenticity  of  the  monumental  trail.  The 
Tron  House,  home  to  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Valdese,  stands  intact  as  the 
twelfth  stop  on  the  historical  tour. 

Also  included  on  the  trail  is  an 
antique  sawmill  powered  by  the  original 
engine  that  turned  the  first  sawmill  used 


by  the  Waldensians  to  build  their  small 
one-room  houses  upon  settling  the 
western  North  Carolina  town.  Jacumin 
discovered  the  rusted  engine,  minus  a 
few  parts,  while  clearing  and  digging  out 
the  valley  in  preparation  to  build  the  Trail 
of  Faith. 

He  got  the  engine  running  again  by 
building  an  ignition  system.  The  rare  left- 
handed  saw  mill,  now  reconditioned,  will 
be  used  to  saw  logs  for  the  flooring  of  the 
school  under  construction,  as  well  as  to 
prepare  lumber  for  the  construction  of  a 
replica  of  a  small  Waldensian  church. 

Jacumin's  vision  extends  beyond 
the  Waldensian  Trail  of  Faith  currently 
under  construction.  Across  the  road,  the 
old  Valdese  High  School  has  been  bought 
by  Trail  of  Faith,  a  non-profit 
coiporation  which  is  governed  by  a 
board  of  directors.  Plans  call  for 
converting  the  former  high  school  into  a 
hotel  and  conference  center.  The 
building  has  29  classrooms  equaling  the 
number  of  Waldensians  who  first  settled 
Valdese.  "We're  going  to  name  each 
room  after  one  of  the  original  settlers  and 
put  the  story  of  their  family  history  in 
each  room,"  said  Jacumin. 

Every  Saturday  you   will  find 
Jacumin  alongside  family  members  and 


other  volunteers  moving  mounds  of  dirt 
with  bulldozers  and  backhoes,  or 
hammering  away  at  their  dream. 

"It  gets  hard  up  there  sometimes," 
admitted  Jacumin.  "It  gets  hot.  1  get 
tired.  But  I  keep  thinking  what  they  went 
through,  and  I'm  not  doing  anything 
compared  to  what  they  did.  So  I  just  say, 
'God  you  blessed  them  that  way,  bless  us 
and  we  can  get  it  done  too." 

Jacumin  hopes  that  when  finished, 
the  Waldensian  Trail  of  Faith  will  move 
visitors  to  ask  the  same  questions  he  has 
asked  himself  again  and  again. 

"As  I  drive  in,  I  look  to  the  left  and  I 
can  see  that  trail  and  I  keep  asking 
myself,  'What  decision  would  you 
make?'  I  just  believe  that  as  this  story 
unfolds  as  one  walks  through  here,  you'll 
see  the  tremendous  faith  our  people  had. 
...  People  are  going  to  come  out  of  here 
with  a  faith  that's  going  to  be  stronger, 
and  (with)  a  witnessing  faith  that  they're 
going  to  do  something  with  what  they've 
just  seen  and  heard.  God  can  use  the  Trail 
of  Faith  in  a  mighty  way." 


Roger  Thompson  Biography  In  Progress 
Needed:  memories  of  Thompson,  class  '78. 
Send  to:  Susan  Thompson  Robertson  at  3051 
Brownstone  Ct.,  Burtonsville,  MD  20866;  (301) 
384-6254.  Thompson  died  in  '83  in  a  plane 
crash  while  serving  as  a  missionary  in  Ecuador. 
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By  Lee  Weeks 

Naples.  Italy  —  U.S.  Navy  Chaplain  Greg  DeMarco 
values  the  price  paid  for  America's  freedom. 

In  the  fall  of  1989,  DeMarco  had  the  "dubious  honor"  of 
preaching  the  funerals  of  four  members  of  the  U.S.  Navy 
Seals  killed  in  combat  in  Panama. 

"I  know  as  Christians,  we  feel  squeamish  about  going  to 
war,  but  I'll  tell  you,  we  would  not  have  an  America  had  it  not 
been  for  war,"  said  DeMarco.  "George  Washington,  a  very 
strong  Christian,  was  also  the  first  general  of  the  American 
Services." 

For  much  of  his  adult  life,  DeMarco  has  dealt  with 
warfare  —  be  it  spiritually  or  militarily.  The  47-year-old 
lieutenant  commander  has  served  his  country  for  nearly  20 
years  in  the  Navy,  including  10  years  as  a  Navy  diver.  Two 
years  after  graduating  from  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  with  a  master  of  divinity  degree  with  languages, 
DeMarco  returned  to  active  duty  in  1987  as  a  Navy  chaplain. 
While  attending  college  and  seminary,  he  served  in  the  Navy 
Reserves. 

Whatever  the  source  of  conflict  DeMarco  encounters, 
the  1985  Southeastern  alumnus  said  he  prepares  for  battle  the 
same,  arming  himself  with  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit. 

"The  Bible  is  very  clear  that  there  are  times  when  an 
individual  has  to  stand  for  a  particular  cause  or  a  particular 
way  of  life,"  he  said.  "Jesus  never  told  the  centurian  to  stop 
being  a  Roman  soldier." 

"God  has  called  me  here  to  preach  the  gospel  (and  to)  tell 
people  about  Jesus.  If  I  don't  do  that  then  I  have  no  reason  to 
be  here,"  said  DeMarco,  pastor  of  the  largest  Protestant 
congregation  in  the  naval  area  headquartered  at  the  U.S. 
Naval  Support  Activity,  Naples,  Italy.  Each  Sunday, 
DeMarco  leads  the  10:30  a.m.  Protestant  service.  A  year-and- 
a-half  after  becoming  pastor  of  the  Protestant  congregation, 
attendance  has  nearly  tripled  to  about  150. 

"I  am  a  Southern  Baptist  pastor  who  happens  to  wear  a 
uniform,"  he  said.  "What  I  have  found  out  is  many  people 
have  never  really  heard  the  gospel  and  have  never  had  it 
presented  as  far  as  to  receive  Jesus  Christ  as  their  personal 
Savior,"  he  said. 

DeMarco  said  that  contrary  to  what  some  people  might 
think,  the  Constitutional  separation  of  church  and  state  does 
not  handicap  military  chaplains  when  it  coines  to  ministering 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

"With  a  military  chaplain,  wherever  you're  sent,  ininistry  is 
everywhere,"  he  said.  "We  have  a  cross-section  of  the  U.S. 
joining  the  military.  We  find  we  have  folks  who  have  been  raised 
in  Christian  homes,  and  we  find  the  only  time  a  majority  of  people 
have  heard  the  name  of  the  Lord  was  in  a  curse  word.  A  chaplain 
has  a  tremendous  opportunity  every  time  he  turns  around  to  be 
able  to  be  supportive,  to  be  able  to  give  encouragement." 

During  the  Persian  Gulf  War,  DeMarco  ministered  to 
American  soldiers  in  the  Middle  East  preparing  for  battle  with 
Saddam  Hussein's  Iraqi  forces. 


"I  visited  with  the  Navy  Seals,  our  ainnen  in  the  Air  Force, 
Army  soldiers  stationed  on  a  remote  location  in  the  Persian  Gulf 
that  were  ready  for  any  contingency,"  recalled  DeMarco. 

To  be  an  effective  military  chaplain,  DeMarco  said, 
ministers  must  march  in  the  soldiers'  boots.  "To  ininister  to 
certain  groups  you  have  to  go  where  they  go  and  you  have  to 
do  what  they  do,"  he  said. 

As  chaplain  to  the  U.S.  Navy  Seals  in  the  iate  1980s, 
DeMarco  ministered  to  the  military's  special  warfare  unit 
trained  to  enter  any  territory  by  land,  air  or  sea.  "They  are  very 
professional  warriors,"  he  said.  "I  had  to  be  able  to  shoot 
guns  with  them,  jump  out  of  aiiplanes  with  them,  as  a  Navy 
diver ...  I'd  go  with  them." 

After  a  three-year  stint  with  the  U.S.  Navy  Seals,  DeMarco 
served  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Suppoil  Center  in  Elizabeth  City. 
N.C.,  overseeing  the  Coast  Guard  chaplaincy  services  for  N.C. 
and  the  entire  Eastern  Shore.  About  a  year  after  transferring  back 
to  the  Navy  division  to  minister  onboard  a  ship,  DeMarco  was 
assigned  service  at  the  U.S.  Naval  Support  Activity,  Naples, 
Italy,  where  he  has  served  since  Oct.  1 995. 

"As  a  Navy  chaplain,  I  don't  ininister  just  to  Navy 
people,  (but  also)  Air  Force,  Army,  Marines,  Coast  Guard,"  he 
said.  "In  a  NATO-type  environment  here,  I  also  have  the 
opportunity  to  minister  to  Italians,  Greeks,  Dutch,  Belgium, 
Germans,  all  kinds  of  different  people.  It's  really  a  tremendous 
opportunity." 

When  DeMarco  isn't  on  a  ship  visiting  with  Navy 
personnel  at  their  posts  of  service  encouraging  them  with  a 
kind  word  or  prayer,  he  spends  time  ministering  at  the  airport. 
"I  try  to  meet  the  new  people  who  come  off  the  airplane,"  he 
said.  "It  can  be  a  very  scary  place  to  people." 

During  his  military  career,  DeMarco  has  collected  many 
memorable  experiences  while  traveling  across  the  world.  His 
military  highlights  as  a  chaplain  include  commissioning  a  new 
ship  into  active  duty  as  well  as  de-commissioning  a  ship  from 
active  duty  that  he  had  lived  on  for  four  years  while  serving  as 
a  Navy  diver. 

"To  go  back  to  a  ship  upon  which  I  lived  and  breathed  for 
four  years  to  make  the  ship  go  out  of  commission  for  the  U.S. 
Navy  was  almost  like  saying  goodbye  to  a  family  member,"  he 
said. 

DeMarco  said  he  feels  truly  blessed  to  have  served  his 
country  in  the  Navy,  but  nothing  he's  seen  or  done  can 
compare  to  the  life-changing  tlecision  he  made  as  a  21 -year- 
old  on  a  cold  winter  night  when  he  received  Christ  as  his 
personal  Savior  while  sitting  in  a  1964  Volkswagen  with  a 
friend  in  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

"There  are  those  who  have  tried  to  press  me  to  be 
something  that  I  am  not,  and  I  am  very  clear  to  them  that  I  am 
an  evangelical  preacher,"  he  said.  "I  am  a  Christian  first.  I  am  a 
Southern  Baptist  second.  What  I  intend  to  do  is  preach 
gospel  as  best  I  can." 


By  Lee  Weeks 

Ft.  Jackson,  S.C.  —  Several  Southeastern  Seminary  students  are 
spending  82  days  this  summer  away  from  their  famihes  enduring  1 7- 
hour  days  full  of  push-ups,  crawling,  walking,  running,  hiking, 
marching,  climbing,  rappelling,  spit-shining  their  boots  and  making 
their  beds  with  geometric  precision  —  Just  to  earn  the  right  to 
minister  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Then  there's  the  classes 
on  military  etiquette,  pastoral 
care  and  counseling,  including 
the  proper  way  to  notify 
families  of  military  casualties, 
and  how  to  lead  a  worship 
service  non-offensive  to  people 
of  various  faiths. 

So  why  are  these  students 
doing  this  when  none  of  then- 
effoits  go  toward  seminaiy  credit? 
Call  it  the  United  States  Amiy"s 
way  of  confimiing  God's  call  to 
be  amilitary  chaplain. 

Second  Lt.  Ken  LeBon,  a 
second-year  master  of  divinity 
student  at  Southeastern  and 
member  of  the  Army  Reserves, 
is  one  of  the  students  training 
for  the  military  chaplaincy  this 
summer  at  an  Army  base  in  Ft. 
Jackson,  S.C.  The  training 
regiment  will  run  from  June  2 
through  August  22. 

LeBon,  who  was  an  en- 
listed soldier  in  the  Army  for  1 1 
years  before  enrolling  at  South- 
eastern, said  the  military  chap- 
laincy school  is  an  essential 
accent  to  seminary  training 
because  it  helps  the  future 
chaplain  relate  to  the  soldier. 

When  LeBon  re-enlists  in 
Amiy  as  a  chaplain,  after  graduating 
from  seminary  and  completing  a 
mandatory  two-year  stint  in  full-time 
Christian  ministry  in  the  civilian  world, 
he  expects  there  will  be  bairiers  to 
overcome  that  he  didn't  have  previ- 
ously with  his  fellow  soldiers. 

'T"ll  have  a  cross  on  my  shoul- 
der," he  said,  "that's  going  to  be  a 
wall  of  separation.  People  are  going 
to  have  their  guard  up  when  they're 
around  me." 

LeBon  said  he  hopes  his  military 
experience  will  open  doors  for 
ministry  that  other  chaplains  enter- 
ing the  military  forthe  first  time  might 
find  closed. 

'T'm  always  going  to  remember  that  I'm  a  soldier,"  he  said. 
"Fm  always  going  to  be  a  soldier.  1  am  going  to  be  with  the 
soldiers,  be  visible  to  them,  be  where  they  are,  doing  what  they're 


Reserves.  Second 
Army  before  enrol 
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Capt.  Alan  Poniavillc  hokis  hrown 
training  mission  in  Guam.  Stall  Sg 


doing,  so  1  earn  credibility  and  approachability.  I  am  going  to  be 
as  Christ-like  as  1  possibly  can." 

Four  other  Southeastern  students  training  for  the  military 
chaplaincy  in  Ft.  Jackson,  S.C,  are  members  of  the  Army 
Lt.  David  Trogdon  served  eight  years  in  the 
ling  at  Southeastern.  Capt.  Alan  Pomaville 
in  the  Army  before  enrolling  at  the  Wake 
Forest,   N.C.,   seminary  and 
Capt.  Jeff  Cartee  served  1 1 
years  in  the  Army.  Second  Lt. 
Josiah  Mazzell  is  getting  his 
first  taste  of  military  life  this 
summer. 

Two  other  students  currently 
enrolled  at  Southeastern,  are 
training  for  military  chaplaincy 
posts  with  the  Navy  and  Air 
Force.  Second  Lt.  Jason  Botts,  a 
second-year  student  in  the 
master  of  divinity  program,  is  a 
member  of  the  Air  Force  Re- 
serves. And  Lt.  Junior  Grade 
Ted  Williams,  a  member  of  the 
Navy  Reserves,  graduated  in 
May  from  Southeastern  with  a 
master  of  divinity  degree  and  is 
now  pursuing  a  degree  in 
counseling  at  the  seminary. 

The  Chaplaincy  Division  of 
the    SBC's    Home  Mission 
Board,  now  called  the  North 
American  Mission  Board,  has 
been  comrnissioning  chaplains 
since  the  brink  of  World  War  II 
in  1941.  Currently  more  than 
2,300  Southern  Baptist  chap- 
lains serve  in  all  50  states  and 
U.S.  territories  and  in  more 
than   25   countries.   Of  that 
number,  246  chaplains  received  their 
biblical  and  theological  training  at 
Southeastern,  according  to  chap- 
aincy  division  statistics. 

In  addition  to  the  military, 
Southern  Baptist-endorsed  chap- 
ains  minister  in  other  agencies 
including  health  care  facilities,  cor- 
rectional institutions  and  other 
housing  facilities  as  well  as  busi- 
ness-industrial sectors. 

LeBon,  who  served  his  coun- 
try in  the  Persian  Gulf  War,  said  that 
when  he  returns  to  active  duty  in  the 
Anny  as  a  chaplain  he  wants  to  show 
soldiers  that  their  faith  is  not  to  be 
compailmentalized  to  a  Sunday  ritual 
outside  of  the  stressful  environment  of  the  military.  "You  get  people 
who  are  frequently  put  at  the  end  of  their  rope,"  he  said.  "We  just  try 
to  make  sure  when  people  see  us,  they  see  Christ  and  know  there's 
something  different  about  us  that  makes  them  ask  'why?'  " 


snake  found  in  vehicle  while  on 
t.  Patrick  Minney  looks  on. 
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Southeastern  alum  leaves  executive  desk  for  production  floor 


By  Lee  Vi/eeks 

Fomier  president  and  CEO  of  one  of  the  fastest  growing 
companies  in  the  countiy,  Mark  Cress  knows  the  importance  of  the 
bottom  Hne. 

Having  started  and  operated  four  successful  companies  before 
enrolhng  full  time  at  Southeastern  Seminary  in  January  1994,  Cress 
seemed  to  own  the  patent  on  how  to  succeed  in  the  business  world. 

Cress"  company,  Sucess  Stories  Inc.,  grew  1 ,400  percent  in  five 
years  placing  1 37th  on  the  1993  Inc.  500  list  of  the  fastest  growing 
companies. 

So  what  is  Cress"  fomiula  for  success?  "You  can  have  ministry 
in  the  workplace,""  he  said.  ■■lt"s  in 
God"s  hands  and  it"s  in  God"s 
timing.  God  owns  everything."" 

Banking  on  those  convictions 

—  more  faithfully  than  collaterally 

—  Cress  began  his  new  ministry  in 
April  1996,  a  month  before  he 
graduated  from  Southeastern  with  a 
master  of  divinity  degree. 

The  Raleigh,  N.C. -based  min- 
istry, called  Inner  Active  Minis- 
tries, a  501  (c)  3  non-profit 
organization,  cuirently  serves  eight 
area  companies  representing  3,700 
employees.  Cress  and  partner 
Steve  Steff,  a  Southeastern  stu- 
dent pursuing  a  master  of  theol- 
ogy degree,  visit  each  of  the 
employees  weekly. 

As  a  coiporate  chaplain.  Cress 
operates  under  guidelines  similar  to 
those  of  military  chaplains.  Al- 
though he  approaches  each  situa- 
tion from  a  Christian  perspective. 
Cress  must  be  sensitive  to  opposing 
beliefs  he  encounters  in  the  cross- 
denominational,  nonsectarian  work- 
place. 

In  December,  the  Home  Mis- 
sion Board,  now  called  the  North 
American  Mission  Board,  commis- 
sioned Cress"  ministry  as  an  industrial  chaplaincy  agency.  Within 
the  next  year.  Cress  predicts.  Inner  Active  Ministries  will  be 
serving  10,000  employees.  Over  the  next  10  years.  Cress  said,  his 
organization  could  be  ministering  to  more  than  1  million  workers 
throughout  the  country.  To  do  that,  he  said,  he  will  eventually 
need  2,500  chaplains. 

Coiporate  chaplaincy  has  been  ai  ound  since  the  late  196()s.  The 
Rev.  Billy  Mil!er,71,a  1965  graduate  of  Southeastem,  has  served  as 
chaplain  since  1979  at  Stowe-PhaiT  Mills,  a  textile  plant  in 
McAdenville,  N.C,  in  Gaston  County. 

Cress,  40,  a  member  of  Wake  Crossroads  Baptist  Church  in 
Raleigh,  said  his  background  in  business  made  corporate  chaplaincy 
a  "natural  fit."" 

"Every  business  owner" s  primary  challenge  is  with  employees,"" 
said  Cress. 

Working  through  companies"  employee  assistance  programs. 
Cress  and  Steff  are  called  in  to  help  businesses  and  coiporations 
tackle  problems  such  as  low  productivity  caused  by  employee 
absenteeism  and  low  morale. 


Reminiscent  of  his  days  as  the  CEO  of  a  thriving  television 
production  company  in  Richmond,  Va.,  Cress  is  on  call  24  hours  a 
day,  seven  days  a  week.  There  are  late-night  calls  from  employees 
who  have  contemplated  suicide,  been  hospitalized,  jailed,  or  lost  a 
family  member  to  death. 

Cress,  recipient  of  the  1 996  John  H.  Clifford  Evangelism  Award 
at  Southeastem,  said  the  opportunities  for  marketplace  ministry  are 
astounding. 

"I  ti7  to  combat  the  fact  that  religion  will  fail  people,  but  Christ 
will  never  fail  them,""  said  Cress.  "Seven  out  of  1 0  people  that  1  come 
in  contact  with  in  t!ie  workplace  are  totally  unchurched."" 

Dressed  in  khakis  and  a  knit 
shirt  equipped  with  a  pager  on  his 
hip.  Cress,  an  ordained  minister, 
doesn"t  look  the  part  of  a  pastor,  but 
for  most  of  the  employees  he 
encounters  he  will  be  as  close  as 
they  get  to  one.  "There's  a  relational 
aspect  that  builds  over  time  and 
when  something  happens  they  can 
trust  the  Word  that  I  give  them  from 
the  Scriptures,""  he  said. 

Cress  said  whoever  he  en- 
counters, whether  in  a  warehouse, 
truck  temiinal,  office,  body  shop, 
junk  yard,  or  hospital,  they  all  are  in 
some  state  of  crisis. 

"Our  first  year  in  operation,  we 
had  24  people  accept  Christ  as 
Savior  in  the  workplace.  Many  were 
at  a  point  of  crisis."" 

J.  Price,  owner  of  an  auto  parts 
store  and  body  shop  in  Knightdale 
and  Raleigh  respectively,  is  one  of 
Cress"  clients  with  about  30employ- 
ees.  "He  (Cress)  doesn"t  go  right  in 
and  push  himself  on  employees."" 
said  Price.  "He  lets  them  build  a  little 
confidence  in  him  and  lets  them 
come  to  him  with  their  problems.  I 
can  see  where  it"s  helped  a  ureal 
deal."" 

Cress  and  Steff  are  quick  to  point  out  that  their  primary  role  is 
that  of  a  pastoral  caregiver  not  a  counselor.  If  a  problem  arises 
requiring  extensive  treatment  such  as  a  drug  addiction,  they  will  refer 
employees  to  specialists. 

"Em  not  hanging  myself  out  as  an  expert,""  said  Cress,  "but  I  do 
have  an  expert  embedded  in  my  heart."" 

Cress  said  he  has  never  regretted  his  decision  to  walk  away  from 
a  financially  rewarding  career  in  the  business  world  even  though  iiis 
successful  business  in  Richmond  closed  shortly  after  he  sold  the 
company. 

Before  enrolling  at  Southeastem,  Cress  sold  his  majority  stake  in 
the  business  to  his  employees  in  a  leveraged  buy  out.  He  even  went 
so  far  as  to  put  all  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  down  as  collateral  so  his 
fomier  employees  could  get  the  loan  necessary  to  buy  the  company. 

When  the  company  closed,  however.  Cress  was  stuck  with 
covering  the  company "s  debt  costing  him  the  profits  enjoyed  from  a 
usually  successful  venture. 

"I  just  say  God,  'let  me  be  what  you  want  me  lo  be,  and  do  what 
you  want  me  to  do,  and  go  where  you  want  me  to  go,"  "  Cress  said. 
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Evangelism  Professor  Fans  Revive 


By  Lee  Weeks 


As  a  skinny,  insecure,  1 1 -year-old,  growing  up  in  Vinson, 
Alabama,  Alvin  Reid  was  profoundly  impacted  by  "The  Jesus 
Movement"  of  the  1970s,  which  resulted  in  thousands  of 
hippies  and  young  people  throughout  the  country  committing 
their  lives  to  Christ. 

"That  was  a  significant  part  of  my  conversion,"  recalled 
Reid,  associate  professor  of  evangelism  and  church  growth 
and  resident  of  the  Bailey  Smith  Chair  of  Evangelism  at 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

"I  had  grown  up  in  church,  (but  those  converted  during 
"The  Jesus  Movement")  had  something  I  didn't  have,  and  I 
think  that  has  colored  my  ministry  ever  since,"  he  said. 

Reid,  38,  wants  people  to  realize  the  impact  spiritual 
awakenings  and  revivals  have  had  on  society  throughout 
history.  Broadman  &  Holman  Publishers  are  scheduled  to 
release  a  book  in  August  co-authored  by  Reid  and 
Southwestern  Seminary  Evangelism  Professor  Malcolm 
McDow  titled,  FIREFALL  —  How  God  Has  Shaped  History 
Through  Revivals. 

In  January  1996,  Broadman  &  Holman  released  a  book 
edited  by  Reid,  McDow  and  John  Avant  titled.  Revival:  The 
Story  Of  The  Current  Awake)uiig  ///  Brownwood,  Ft.  Worth, 
Wheaton  and  Beyond.  In  1995  Reid  co-wrote  a  book  with 
Timothy  Beougher  titled  Evangelism  for  a  Changing  World. 

Former  director  of  evangelism  and  stewardship  for  the 
state  of  Indiana  ( 1991-1992),  Reid's  books  top  a  list  of  about 
80  articles,  reviews  or  papers  he's  written  in  the  field  of 
evangelism,  church  growth,  revival,  and  spiritual  awakenings 
over  the  past  nine  years. 

Reid  attributes  much  of  his  accomplishments  in  the  field  of 
evangelism  to  the  fruits  of  the  labors  of  godly  mentors  who 


have  impacted  him  throughout  his  life.  Men  such  as 
Southwestern  Seminary  professors  Roy  Fish  and  Malcolm 
McDow;  Cal  Guy,  who  has  taught  missions  at  Southwestern 
and  Southeastern;  Jerry  Sutton,  pastor  of  Two  Rivers  Baptist 
Church  in  Nashville;  Mark  Coppenger,  president  of 
Midwestern  Seminary;  and  Paige  Patterson,  president  of 
Southeastern. 

"My  life  is  a  story  of  the  sovereignty  of  God  taking  a  young 
kid  from  Alabama,  very  insecure  as  a  little  boy,  and  at  certain 

7/"  we  turn  up  the  volume  of  the 
gospel,  people  are  going  to  get 
saved/'  said  Reid.  7  have  found 
that  everywhere  you  go,  if  you 
present  the  gospel  in  love,  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  your  life  actively  at 
work,  you're  going  to  see  people 
saved  if  you're  persistent " 

points  very  regularly  putting  certain  people,  peers  or  mentors 
in  my  path,"  he  said. 

But  it  was  "The  Jesus  Movement,"  said  Reid,  that  ignited 
his  fire  for  evangelism.  "I  think  when  you  see  God  move  like 
that,  you  never  get  over  it." 

Reid,  wrote  his  doc- 
toral dissertation  on  "The 
Jesus  Movement"  as  a 
Ph.D.  student  in  1991  at 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  Ft. 
Worth,  Texas,  where  he 
also  earned  a  master  of 
divinity  degree  in  1986. 

He  credits  that  move- 
ment of  God  with  the 
spawning  of  mega- 
churches  such  as  First 
Baptist,  Houston,  Texas,  as 
well  as  the  Office  of  Prayer 
and  Spiritual  Awakening,  a 
division  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  Home 

Mission  Board,  now  called  the  North  American  Mission  Board. 
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From  1971  to  1975,  the  SBC  netted  more  than  400,000 
baptisms  annually,  a  feat  that  has  never  been  matched.  Shortly 
after  becoming  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Houston,  in  the 
spring  of  1971,  John  Bisagno  coordinated  a  revival  crusade  at 
the  outset  of  "The  Jesus  Movement"  focusing  on  the  area  high 
schools  that  resulted  in  4,01 1  professions  of  faith. 

"The  year  before,  there  had  never  been  a  Southern  Baptist 
church  that  baptized  a  thousand,"  he  said.  Reid  is  planning  this 
summer  to  begin  working  on  a  video  documentary  about  "The 
Jesus  Movement." 

American  culture  in  the 
1990s,  Reid  said,  seems  to 
be  yearning  for  a  third 
spiritual  awakening. 

"The  First  Great  Awak- 
ening" of  1740  in  New 
England,  led  by  George 
Whitefield.  was  marked  by 
a  return  to  Christianity  and  a 
respect  throughout  Ameri- 
can society  for  the  author- 
ity of  Scripture,  resulting  in 
hundreds  of  thousands  of 
conversions.  "The  Second 
Great  Awakening"  occurred 
between  1795  and  1810, 
was  spurred  by  Jonathan 
Edwards"  grandson,  Timo- 
thy Dwight.  The  revival 
movement  was  again 
marked  by  a  renewed 
reverence  and  respect  for 
God's  Word  resulting  in  numer- 
ous conversions. 

"I  think  the  "Buster  Genera- 
tion" that  so  many  write  off  is 
more  ripe  for  revival,"  he  said. ... 
"In  the  early  60s  the  idea  was 
'God  is  dead.'  Now  it's  'God  is 
everywhere.'  Our  culture  is  filled 
with  spirituality." 

Reid  cited  articles  about  God 
and  prayer  published  recently  in 
popular  magazines  such  as  Time, 
Newsweek  and  TV  Guide  as 
evidence  of  society's  openness 
about  issues  of  faith. 

"There  is  such  an  interest, 
and  I  think  it  is  going  to  take 
people  who  are  boldly  committed 
to  the  uniqueness  of  Christ,  the 
inerrancy  of  Scripture,  conserva- 
tive theologically,  but  understand 
how  to  contextualize  that  in  our 
culture,  who  are  going  to  make  a 
difference,"  said  Reid. 

Intentional  evangelism,  Reid 
said,  must  be  practiced  if  Christians  are  going  to  reach  a  lost 
world  for  Christ. 

"We  need  apostles  to  the  Gentiles,"  he  said.  "We  need 
people  who  will  go  out  and  reach  what  I  call  the  radically 
unchurched,  people  who  never  go  to  our  churches.  They  may 


While  theologically  conservative,  Reid.  pictured  with  his  pet  snake  "koeky". 
encourages  his  students  to  "color  outside  the  lines.    Reid  keeps  his  year-old 
python  in  a  2()-gallon  aquarium  in  his  ottiee. 


Dr.  Alvin  L.  Reid 
Personal 

Birthdate:    April  3, 1959 
Birthplace:  Birmingham,  Alabama 


Married: 


Children: 


be  Hindu.  Muslim,  New  Age,  lost,  pagan,  beer-drinking 
bubbas,  all  kinds  of  different  groups,  but  there's  a  whole 
subculture,  a  part  of  our  culture  out  there,  that  our  churches 
don't  touch.  They  are  not  going  to  come  to  our  churches, 
we're  not  reaching  them,  we're  not  even  trying  to  reach  them. 
They  are  not  our  kind.  We  need  to  raise  up  a  generation,  and  I'm 
praying  that  many  of  our  students  would  go  out  intentionally, 
to  reach  them,"  said  Reid. 

It  IS  incumbent  upon  the  yoiith  ministers  of  today,  Reid 

said,  to  take  a  more  active 
role  in  raising  up  a 
generation  of  soul-win- 
ners in  the  new  millen- 
nium. Reid  said  he  would 
have  liked  to  have  been 
equipped  to  share  his 
faith  much  earlier  in  life. 
"I  knew  how  to  take  a 
stand  for  Christ,  but 
nobody  taught  me  how  to 
share  my  faith  until  I  was 
a  freshman  in  college  (at 
Saniford  University  in 
Birmingham,  Ala. )." 

A   return   to  the 
biblical  principle  of  "Ser- 
vant Evangelism,"  Reid 
said,  is  proving  to  be  one 
of  the   most  effective 
witnessing  tools  at  the 
close  of  the  20"'  century. 
Serving  the  community 
by  voluntarily  washing  cars, 
cleaning      windows  or 
restrooms,  doing  yard  work, 
or  providing  household  goods 
such  as  light  bulbs  or  soft 
drinks,  opens  the  door  for  the 
gospel  presentation. 

"If  you  couple  random  acts 
of  kindness  with  an  intentional 
gospel  witness,  that's  a  very 
powerful  tool,"  he  said.  "1 
think  for  our  post-modern, 
post-Christian  culture  where 
people  need  a  demonstration 
of  the  gospel,  as  well  as  an 
explanation,  I  think  it's  a  great 
tool." 

While  teaching  a  course  in 
evangelism  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1996,  Reid  had  his 
students  practice  "Servant 
Evangelism."  Students  led  43 
people  to  make  professions  of 
faith  during  the  two-week 
course. 

"11  we  turn  up  the  volume  of  the  gospel,  people  are  going 
to  get  saved,"  said  Reid.  "I  have  found  that  everywhere  you  go, 
if  you  present  the  gospel  in  love,  with  the  Holy  Spirit  in  your  life 
actively  at  work,  you're  going  to  see  people  saved  if  you're 
persistent." 


Oct.  24, 1981  to  IVIichell  Elizabeth 
(Stidham) 
Joshua  l\/lark,  9 
Hannah  Elizabeth,  4 


Education 

'81  -B.A.  (Religion),  Samford  University,  Birmingham, 
Alabama 

'86  -  M.Div.,  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 

Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
'91  -  Ph.D.  (Evangelism),  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Recent  Professorships 

Aug.  '95  -  Present:  Assoc.  Prof,  of  Evangelism  & 
Church  Growth/Bailey  Smith  Chair  of  Evangelism, 
Southeastern  Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  N.C. 
'92  -  '95:  Asst.  Prof,  of  Christianity/John  Bisagno 
Chair  of  Evangelism,  Houston  Baptist  University, 
Houston,  Texas 
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Ethics  Professor  Presents  "Just  War''  Doctrine 


Daniel  Heimbach.  professor  of  Christian 
ethics  at  Southeastern,  presented  a  paper.  The 
Bush  Just  War  Doctrine,  during  The  Tenth 
Presidential  Conference  held  ApriF  17-19.  1997. 
at  Hofstra  University.  Hempstead.  New  York. 
Heimbach.  a  White  House  staffer  with  the  Bush  Administration 
from  19S9  to  1992.  has  been  credited  with  composing  the  moral 
stance  adopted  by  President  Bush  and  the  Coalition  forces  during 
the  Persian  Gulf  War  in  1 99 1 . 

Heimbach  sei^ved  in  the  Bush  Administration  from  1989  to  1991  as 
deputy  executive  secretary  of  the  Domestic  Policy  Council  as  well  as 
associate  director  for  domestic  policy.  He  served  as  deputy  assistant 
secretary  of  the  Navy  for  niiuipower  from  1991  to  1993. 

In  his  paper.  The  Bush  Just  War  Doctrine,  Heimbach 
discusses  the  "just  war  principles"  adhered  to  by  President  Bush 
as  commander  in  chief  during  Operation  Desert  Stomi. 

Heimbach  identified  eight  principles  for  engaging  in  a  "just 
war"  and  four  principles  for  conducting  a  "just  war."  The  moral 
reasoning  discussed  in  his  paper  for  engaging  in  a  "just  war"  were: 
Just  Cause:  Includes  "the  vindication  of  justice,  the  restoration  of 
a  just  international  order  that  has  been  violated,  the  protection  of 
innocent  human  life,  or  the  restoration  of  basic  human  rights." 
Competent  Authority:  "War  cannot  be  initiated  justly  except  by 
those  who  hold  the  requisite  authority  for  engaging  the 
g(wemment  and  the  nation  in  such  activity  and  who  bear 
responsibility  for  the  public  order  ... 

Comparative  Justice:  "Wiu'  ciuinot  Ix'  initiateti  jtistly  unless  the  moral 
merit  on  our  side  cleiuiy  outweighs  the  moral  merit  on  the  other  ...  " 
Right  Intention:  "War  can  be  initiated  justly  only  as  a  means  to 
obtain  genuine  peace  and  reconciliation  ... 

Last  Resort:  "All  non-violent  alternatives  must  be  exhausted 
before  resorting  to  war." 

Probability  of  Success:  "No  war  is  justified  if  achievement  of  a 
successful  end  is  clearly  futile.  An  imitional  resort  to  military  force 
is  not  justified  no  matter  how  just  the  cause." 
Proportionality  of  Projected  Results:  The  good  expected  by 
resortinu  to  war  must  be  meater  than  the  summation  of  costs 


(estimated  in  the  loss  of  human  life  and  property)  that  may  be 
foreseen  as  the  result  of  war." 

Right  Spirit:  War  should  not  be  engaged  except  with  an  attitude  of 
regret  that  a  just  settlement  can  be  achieved  no  other  way.  War  is 
regarded  as  a  tragic  necessity." 

The  four  principles  identified  by  Heimbach  for  conducting  a 
"just  war"  were: 

Proportionality  In  The  Use  of  Force:  "The  response  to  unjust 
aggression  should  not  exceed  the  nature  of  that  aggression.  ... 
Deadly  force  should  be  used  only  in  the  proportion  needed  to 
achieve  a  just  objective  and  no  more." 

Discrimination:  "...  there  must  be  no  direct  intention  to  take  the 
lives  of  innocent  civilians  by  attacking  non-military  targets. 
Nothing  can  justify  indiscriminate  slaughter." 
Avoidance  of  Evil  Means:  "Includes  such  action  as:  execution  of 
prisoners,  the  taking  of  hostages,  pillaging,  the  threatening  and 
violation  of  civilians,  and  the  desecration  of  holy  places." 
Good  Faith:  As  much  as  possible  the  enemy  must  be  treated  in 
good  faith  in  order  to  keep  open  the  possibility  of  reconciliation 
once  hostilities  have  ceased.  Even  enemies  should  be  treated  with 
human  dignity." 

In  a  letter  written  by  former  President  Bush  to  Heimbach  dated 
May  27.  1997,  Bush  states:  "I  read  every  word  of  The  Bush  Just  War 
Doctritic.  Truly  it  is  an  outstanding  paper  and  it  accurately  states 
my  feelings,  though  I  certainly  was  no  expert  on  the  details  behind 
the  Just  War  concept  as  you  know." 

The  33-page  paper  is  expected  to  be  used  in  a  book  being 
written  by  Bush  and  General  Brent  Scowcroft.  The  book  is 
scheduled  to  be  published  in  1998,  Bush  wrote  in  his  letter  to 
Heimbach. 

Some  members  of  clergy,  such  as  Episcopal  Bishop  Edmond 
Browning,  were  openly  critical  of  Bush's  decision  to  use  military 
force  to  put  an  end  to  Saddam  Hussein's  invasion  of  Kuwait. 

"He  and  those  other  ministers  did  all  they  could  to  counter  our 
use  of  force.  I  never  quite  understood  how  they  seemed  so 
indifferent  to  what  Saddam  had  done  to  Kuwait,"  Bush  wrote  in  his 
letter  to  Heimbach. 


'62,  Bobby  Seagroves.  associational  missionary. 

Row;uT  Association.  Salisbury.  N.C. 

'66  John  J.  Wilson,  retired,  Covington  First 

Church.  Covington.  Ga. 

'67,  Charles  Freeman,  executive  director 

of  admissions  and  financial  aid,  N. 

Greenville  College,  Tigerville,  S.C. 


'70,  Albert  R.  Childress,  interim  pastor,  Mt. 
Hebron  Baptist  Church,  Taylorsville.  N.C. 
'70,  Charles  Yarborough.  .Jr.,  intentional 
interim  pastor,  Bethany  United  Church  of 
Christ.  Winslon-Saleni,  N.C. 


'83,  David  L.  Weeks  Sr.,  pastor.  Fort  Trial 

Baptist  Church.  Stanleytown.  Va. 

'84,  W.  Marcus  (Jary.  pastor.  Baptist 

Temple  Church.  Reidsville,  N.C. 

'85,  Stephen  Loftis.  pastor,  Hobbsville 

Church,  Hobbsville.  N.C. 

'86,  Tommy  McDearis.  pastor,  Blacksburg 

Church.  Va." 


'87  Phil  Bailey,  pastor,  Dover  Church, 
Shelby,  N.C. 

'87,  Bradley  W.  Ferguson,  senior  pastor, 
Crabtree  Valley  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
'87,  Robert  Miller,  pastor.  Willow  Swamp 
Church.  Norway.  S.C. 
'89,  Charlie  Wilborn,  pastor,  Southside 
Church,  Gaffney,  S.C. 


'90,  Philip  G.  Holmes  and  wife. 

missionaries,  Peru 

'91,  Ralph  Jett,  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church. 
Cowpens,  S.C. 

'91,  .James  P.  Tyndall,  pastor.  Bear  Marsh 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Mt.  Olive,  N.C. 
'95,  David  Lawson,  minister  of  education  and 
youth.  Providence  Church.  Shawboro,  N.C. 
'95,  Samuel  W.  Moore,  senior  pastor.  First 
Baptist  Church,  Gravette.  Ark. 
'96,  .James  D.  .Jaeger,  ordained  by  First 
Baptist  Church.  Elloree,  S.C. 
'97, Wendell  Cook,  minister  of  youtli  luid  children. 
Ancient  City  Baptist  Qiurch.  St.  Augustine.  Fla. 
'97  Ken  Clark,  pastor.  Central  Church,  Oak 
Ridue.N.C. 


'97  (lary  E.  Rogers,  pastor,  Sherwood 
Church.  Lancaster.  S.C. 
'97  Todd  Smith,  minister  of  youth  iuid 
education.  Deer  Pmk  Church.  Charleston.  S.C. 


Kevin  Brown,  resigned  as  min.  of  music,  youth 
&  ed.,  S.  Summei-villeChurch,  Summei'ville.  Ga. 
Rocky  Heath,  pastor.  N.  Harsville  Church. 
Welsh  Neck  Association.  S.C. 
Norman  E.  Taylor,  II,  pastor,  Rankin 
Church,  Greensboro,  N.C. 


'54  Marshal  Madison  Vaughn,  d.  10/23/96 

'61  Wayne  F.  Bell.  d.  07/31/96 

'61  Samuel  .1.  Lawson.  Jr..  d.  03/15/97 

'66  ,1.  Stephen  Perrou,  d.  03/27/97 

'80  (.erard  Raape.  d.  02/23/97 

'65,  Thaddis  Samuel  Locklair.  d. 

December  27,  1993 

'72,  Duane  Partain,  d.  February  28,1997 


Paige  Michael  to  Daniel  Campbell,  '95, 

October  22. 1 996 
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Religions  Prolessoi 
Cjecirge  Braswell  gives 
readers  insight  into 
tlie  history,  beliets, 
social  life  and  \ic\\s 
ot  Muslim  people. 
B  r  o  a  d  ni  a  n  &  H  o  I  ni  a  n 
Publishers. 


In  this  eoniprehen- 
sive.  highly  readable 
introduction  to  Islam. 
Missions    and  World 
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Andreas  Kostenberger.  as- 
sociate professor  of  New 
Testament  examines  the 
histoncal  iuid  theological 
issues  suiTOundiui;  the  in- 


terjiretation  of  1  Timothy 
2:9-15.  Barker  Books, 
1993.  Kostenberger  is  alsii 
editor  of  CBMW  Nc»-s,  a 
quarterly  publication  ol 
Tlie  Council  on  Biblical 
Manhood  and  Woman- 
hood. 


CANTAR 
DE  LOS 
CANTARES 


Paige  Patterson's 
comnientar\  on  Tliv 
Sdii'^  of  Solomon  has 
been  published  in  Span- 
ish. Moody  Press, 
I  996. 


Originally  published 
in  1986  by  Moody 
Press,  Southeastern 
Seminary  President 


Ouality 
^j^ercy 


SOUTHERN 
BAPTISTS 
AND  SOCIAL 
CHRlSTIANlTy, 

KEITH 
HASPEH 


of  Church  History  Keith 
Harper  demonstrates  that 
along  with  the  prevailing 
interests  in  evangelism  ;uid 
missions.  Southern  Baptists 
have  remained  committed  to 
social  mini.stry  as  well.  The 
University  of  Alabama  Press, 
1996. 


Examining  Southem  Bap- 
tists' involvement  in  social 
Christianity  from  1890- 
1 420,    Assistant  Professor 


ooks  at  the  nature  ot 
ihc  emotions  that  moti- 
\ale  us  as  well  as  a 
perceptive  index  to  the 
appropriate  channeling 
of  these  emotions. 
B  r  o  a  d  m  a  n  &  H  o  1  m  a  n 
ubiishers,  1996. 


Exploring  the  biblical 
principle  that  "as  a  man 
thinketh  in  his  heart,  so 
is  he."  Preaching  Pro- 
fessor    Wayne  McDill 


Prof.  George  Braswell  Visits  Southeastern  Church  Planters  In  Kenya 


When  I  arrived  in  Nairobi.  Kenya,  on 
January  5,  1997,  eigiit  Southeastern 
Seminary  couples  and  one  single  student 
had  been  in  the  east  African  country  about 
eighteen  months  serving  with  the  Interna- 
tional Mission  Board  while  completing 
their  master  of  divinity  in  church  planting 
degrees.  My  class  in  "Animism 
and  Folk  Islam"  with  an  emphasis 
on  planting  churches  was  to  be 
their  last  credit  course. 

The  Kevin  Barnes  and  the 
David  Jones  families  were  living  in 
the  Mombasa  area.  The  Kevin 
Buss,  the  Jon  Sherril  and  the 
Robbie  Waller  families  were  in 
Nairobi.  The  Andy  Bealer  and  Tim 
Bentley  families  and  Paul  Taylor 
were  in  western  Kenya,  and  tlie 
David  Pierce  family  was  near 
Mount  Kenya.  Altogether  there 
were  seventeen  children  with  an- 
other on  the  way. 

For  two  weeks  we  lived  at  the 
Hampton  House  in  Nairobi,  each 
family  having  an  apartment.  Two 
years  ago,  these  students  were  the  first 
class  at  Southeastern  to  be  assigned  a 
church  planting  mission  through  the 
International  Mission  Board.  They  were 
pioneers  —  self-starters  with  vision  and 
commitment.  Praising  the  Lord  for  those 
who  came  to  salvation  in  Jesus  Christ, 


students  told  of  the  Bible  studies  and  the 
eagerness  of  the  tribal  peoples  to  learn 
God's  Word  while  participating  in  the 
beginnings  of  church  fellowships  with 
worship,  singing,  preaching  and  prayer. 

During  the  class  one  morning,  I  took  the 
students  to  the  major  Mushm  mosque  in 

m 


downtown  Nairobi.  A  Muslim  spoke  to  us  of 
the  Islamic  religion.  He  was  forceful, 
articulate.  We  toured  the  library,  the  prayer 
hall  and  the  couityard.  A  large  crowd 
gathered  around  us  as  we  talked  about 
Jesus.  Islam  has  a  forceful  presence  in 
Kenya.  It  is  a  missionary  religion  to  the  core. 


and  it  counts  itself  a  strong  competitor  for 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  peoples. 

While  in  Nairobi,  several  students  and 
1  visited  the  dedication  of  a  Hindu  Temple. 
For  several  hours  we  observed  hundreds 
of  Hindus,  in  a  procession  of  floats,  enter 
the  temple  compound.  Several  Hindus  told 
us  they  are  building  the  largest 
Hindu  Temple  outside  of  India. 
Kenya  has  become  a  fertile 
ground  for  Muslim  and  Hindu 
missionaries  and  the  expansion 
of  Islam  and  Hinduism. 

The  students  will  be  returning 
to  Wake  Forest,  N.C..  this  summer 
to  receive  their  degree  from 
Southeastern,  prepared  to  follow 
the  Lord's  call.  In  the  short  time 
they  were  in  Kenya,  they  had 
sown  many  seeds  of  the  Gospel. 
They  had  seen  Kenyans  accept 
Christ  as  Savior.  They  had  planted 
His  church  and  they  had  learned 
much  about  Kenyan  culture  and 
about  the  presence  of  Islam  and 
other  religions  and  ideologies. 
They  had  come  to  Kenya  to  bear 
witness  and  to  plant.  They  would  soon  be 
leaving  with  the  prayer  that  God  would 
honor  their  coming  and  their  going,  and 
that  His  mighty  work  would  be  accom- 
plished from  Mombasa  through  Nairobi  to 
all  the  hinterlands  of  Kenya.  G.W.B.Jr. 
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At  the  time  of  the  writing  of  this  column,  I  do  not  have  the  final  numbers,  but  the  enrollment  at  Southeastern  Seminary 
is  now  well  over  1,600.  This  means  that  the  biggest  single  continuing  problem  we  have  is  finding  space  to  put  all  the 
students  who  wish  to  come  here.  The  bad  news  is  the  difficulty  of  finding  a  place  for  them.  The  good  news  is  that  we  have 
already  opened  37  new  residences  in  the  last  few  days  and  are  in  the  process  of  preparing  60  more,  some  of  which  will  be 
ready  before  the  year  is  out.  Other  plans  are  under  way  to  provide  for  the  long-term.  So,  keep  the  students  coming;  we  are 
going  to  make  preparation  for  them. 

PROFESSORS 

We  welcome  to  the  seminary  faculty  this  year  Professors  Steve  Kovach,  Ken  Magnuson,  and  Stephen  Rummage. 
Professor  Kovach  will  be  teaching  theology  and  completing  his  dissertation  for  Trinity  Evangelical  Divinity  School. 
Professor  Magnuson  will  be  teaching  Christian  Ethics  and  has  just  completed  his  dissertation  at  Cambridge  in  England. 
Professor  Rummage  will  be  returning  to  the  school  as  one  of  our  graduates  to  teach  Preaching.  He  is  completing  his 
dissertation  right  now  at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  Coming  to  the  college  will  be  Professor  Josef  Sole,  whose  Ph.D.  is  from 
Southwestern  Seminary.  Originally  Professor  Sole  is  from  Czechoslovakia,  where  he  was  a  professional  tennis  star. 
Professor  Greg  Harris  will  also  be  joining  the  faculty  of  the  college.  Professor  Harris  has  been  teaching  at  Washington 
Bible  College  and  Capital  Seminary  and  is  completing  his  dissertation  at  Dallas  Theological  Seminary.  Our 
congratulations  to  Carolyn  McClendon,  who  has  successfully  defended  her  dissertation  at  New  Orleans  Seminary  and 
received  her  Ed.D. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Nearly  200  of  our  students  and  quite  a  number  of  professors  have  been  busy  all  over  the  world  this  summer.  The 
results  are  amazing!  I  wish  I  could  tell  you  about  every  adventure.  I  will  just  tell  you  about  New  Hampshire.  In  only  two 
weeks  of  door  to  door  visitation,  our  students  saw  more  than  65  people  come  to  know  Christ  in  the  city  of  Claremont,  New 
Hampshire.  The  church  has  already  started  there,  and  Bill  Hedgpeth,  one  of  our  May  1997  graduates,  is  now  the  pastor  of 
the  Connecticut  River  Baptist  Fellowship  in  Claremont.  In  addition  to  that,  it  looks  like  we  will  be  able  to  begin  another 
church  by  the  end  of  the  summer  in  Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  and  there  are  two  more  that  we  hope  to  be  into  by  the  fall.  In 
a  word,  the  New  Hampshire  experience  with  New  Hampshire  associational  missionary  John  Kuespert  was  even  more  than 
we  could  dare  have  hoped.  We  are  especially  proud  of  our  students  who  performed  the  impossible  and  worked  literally 
eighteen  hours  a  day  to  bring  the  gospel  to  people  in  a  state  to  which  we  owe  very  much,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  New 
Hampshire  Confession  of  Faith  came  from  there. 


KENYA 

The  first  group  of  students  in  our  M.Div.  in  Church  Planting  Program  has  returned  from  Kenya  where  they  labored 
for  two  years.  Groups  are  presently  deployed  in  two  different  sites  in  Asia,  with  a  third  group  preparing  to  go  next  summer. 
The  response  and  effectiveness  of  these  students  has  once  again  exceeded  any  expectation  we  would  have  dared  anticipate 
from  the  program.  All  of  those  who  served  in  Kenya  now  return  to  us  as  veteran  church  planters  and  as  persons  who  have 
learned  to  live  in  and  adapt  to  a  totally  distinct  culture.  The  program,  originally  designed  by  Dr.  Keith  Eitel,  is  the  program 
of  a  missionary  genius.  I  thank  God  for  him  and  for  the  students. 

CHAPEL  ■ 

If  you  drop  by  the  seminary  anytime  after  August  15  and  walk  into  Binkley  Chapel,  you  will  be  surprised.  It  is 
radiantly  light  and  the  psychological  barriers  to  communication  have  all  been  removed.  It  will  be  a  preacher's  paradise, 
and  the  congregation  will  feel  that  they  are  part  of  the  experience  when  they  come  this  fall.  The  chapel  was  beautiful  in  days 
gone  by,  but  it  was  a  bit  dark  and  the  speaker  was  very  far  removed  in  various  ways  from  the  people  to  whom  he  was 
speaking.  That  has  all  been  changed  now,  and  the  president  will  be  eager  to  see  your  response.  Incidently,  we  have  also 
multiplexed  the  organ  this  year.  For  those  of  you  who  are  non-initiates  like  the  president,  that  means,  among  other  things, 
that  the  organ  has  been  vastly  increased  in  its  potential  and  versatility.  Also,  a  brand  new  sound  system  is  in  place,  and  the 
sound  in  the  chapel  should  be  much  better  than  it  has  been,  with  most  of  the  dead  spots  hopefully  being  eliminated. 

CHAPEL  SCHEDULE 

Our  chapel  schedule  this  fall  is  one  of  the  best  ever.  We  hope  that  many  of  you  alumni  and  friends  from  all  over  the  country 
will  be  able  to  make  it  for,  at  least,  some  of  our  chapel  sessions  this  year.  For  convocation,  Dr.  Jerry  Vines,  co-  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Jacksonville,  Florida,  will  be  with  us  as  a  time  of  rededication  to  the  task  which  is  ours. 

By  all  means,  seize  the  opportunity  to  come  and  see  what  God  is  doing  on  this  stately  old  campus.  By  the  way,  when  you 
come,  remember  that  the  seminary's  future  is  dependent  totally  upon  the  moving  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  hearts  of  people 
to  give.  If  He  would  have  you  to  make  a  contribution  to  the  seminary,  we  would  be  grateful  beyond  anything  we  could  say  and 
would  do  the  very  best  we  can  to  be  good  stewards  of  it. 
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